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MP lends spirited support to

Nadi Abhiyan

Rivers are the lifelines for the humanity. The world's all big civilisations flourished on the banks of
rivers. But it is an irony that indiscrete exploitation of the rivers and indifference to the care they
needed led to several of these lifelines to be on the verge of dying or reducing to mere streams
carrying filth, waste and sewage.

A

fter the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan's noble initiative
of river conservation campaign- called
'Namami Devi Narmade Seva Yatra', to revive the
lifeline of the State, river Narmada, which was the
world's largest river conservation campaign that ran

for five months, now another initiative was launched
committed to awakening the people for the need of
conservation of rivers by the spiritual guru Sadguru
Shri Jaggi Vasudev, Nadi-Abhiyan-Rall. This
campaign journeyed through 16 states across the
country during the course of 30 days.
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Founder of Nadi Abhiyan
Sadguru Shri Jaggi Vasudev at
one of the programmes said
that Madhya Pradesh
government helped the most
in bringing the campaign to
the surface. About the
announcement of MP Govt. for
providing grant on the
saplings, he urged that
maximum number of saplings
should be planted and
maintained. While planting
fruit-bearing and medicinal
saplings would fetch
maximum profit to the
farmers, the environment
should also become better
and rivers will always remain
brimming with water. Sadguru
appealed to connect people
to the Nadi Abhiyan.
Sadguru and CM Shri Chouhan at Nadi Abhiyan Programme at CM House

T

he Nadi Abhiyan passed through Madhya
Pradesh on Sept. 21-24 when Chief Minister
Shri Chouhan, who is a flag bearer of river
conservation, lent all out support for the cause.

soil and environment. Representatives of Narmada
Seva Samitis, Nadi Sevaks working for conservation
of rivers and farmers were also invited at the
programmes.

Chief Minister Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan ensured
every support with the participation of all sections of
the society and social organisations of the State to
the pious campaign Nadi-Abhiyan-Rally for Rivers a
yatra under the public awareness campaign started
by Sadguru Shri Jaggi Vasudev on September 3 from
Coimbatore for river and environment conservation.
The campaign arrived in the State on September 21
and left on September 24. During this period, several
programmes held in Indore, Bhopal and Vidisha,
marked the campaign.

Sadguru Shri Jaggi Vasudev addressed the
programmes organized in Indore, Bhopal and
Vidisha during the yatra in state. The yatra entered
from Dahod on September 21 and reached
Maheshwar via Jhabua, Rajgarh, Manawar and
Dhamnod.
Sadguru himself led the rally in MP. Sadguru while
driving the vehicle himself in the Rally for River
reached CM House. CM Shri Chouhan and his wife
Smt. Sadhna Singh Chouhan participated in the rally
along with the Sadguru.

Nadi Abhiyan was started by ISHA Foundation for
conservation of rivers and environment. All possible
support was extended for the campaign, which
focussed on awareness towards rivers, trees, water,

A special programme was organized at CM House
under the 'Nadi Abhiyan' under the tutelage of
founder of ISHA Foundation Parampoojya Sadguru
Jaggi Vasudev.
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"Tirth Darshan Yojna"
marks its fifth annversary
CM commits benefit to two lakhs every year

T

he occasion was celebrated across the state
as one of the flagship schemes of Madhya
Pradesh Government-Mukhya Mantri Tirth
Darshan Yojna completes its five years on 3rd of Sep.
Five years ago, the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh,
who is all the time busy in striking out the ways to
fulfil the aspirations of the people of his state, had
this scheme launched for elderly people. The aim
was a very noble one, in which people above the age
of 65 are taken to the places of pilgrimage, who wish
to go, but due to lack of money and their old age
their wish remains unfulfilled.
The past five years have been the narrative of
tremendous response and incessant showers of
blessing of senior citizens who got their wishes
fulfilled.
So five lakh three thousand people from different
districts visited different religious places.
Governments of 11 states have adopted the popular
Tirth Darshan Yojna of Madhya Pradesh.
In the year 2017-18, there is a target to operate 125
trains to take, 1.25 lakh elderly pilgrims to religious
places. The number of trains can be increased in case
of rise in number of pilgrims.

Mukhyamantri

Teertha
Darshan
Yojna

New religious places have also been added in the list
on the request of pilgrims and their expectations,
which include Kamakhyadevi, Ganga Sagar, Patna
Saheb, Girnar Ji and Madurai. Ujjain, Maihar, Shri
Ram Raja Mandir, Orchha, Chitrakoot, Omkareshwar
and Maheshwar have been included in the list from
Madhya Pradesh, besides Ravidas Dham Varanasi,
and Ramdevra Runicha, Rajasthan.
The scheme provides all arrangements free
including train journey, meals, lodging and
attendent to the pilgrims.
The state government is also providing financial
help to its state domicile citizens for visiting
Angkorwat Mandir Samuh of Cambodia, Seeta Mata
Mandir of Sri Lanka, Kailash Mansarovar and Sindhu
Darshan. The government bears 50 percent of
expenditure of visit of these places or maximum
Rs. 30,000.
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British High Commission delegates
call on CM Shri Chouhan
MP seeks co-operation in Education and Urban Sector

As India, under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has made a new
beginning in building and strengthening relations with foreign countries, Madhya
Pradesh follows suit by seeking more and more foreign co-operation in different
sectors of development.
In a meeting with the British High Commission
delegation that comprised Minister of Cultural
Affairs, British Deputy High Commission Director
West India Sushri Helen Sylvester, Senior Regional
Advisor Madhya Pradesh Shri Yash Mehra and
Partnership Head Shri Varnan D’souza. The Chief
Minister stressed on the need to strengthen the
mutual support with British High Commission in the
education sector and upgradation of urban poor
slums in the state. Shri Chouhan said that there are
abundant possibilities of support in cultural,
educational, sports and tourism activities. The
growth rate in state has reached 10 percent. For the
last 5 years, the agriculture growth rate is consistent
on an average 20 percent. On the efforts for building
a new Madhya Pradesh as per Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s concept of making of a new India
till year 2022, Shri Chouhan said that efforts are
being made to ensure economic development of all
categories in Madhya Pradesh. Special initiative has
been taken for women empowerment in state. Fifty
percent reservation has been fixed for women in
local bodies as a result of which 56 percent women
have been elected. Women have been given 33
percent reservation in government jobs (except
Forest Department) and 50 percent in teachers’ jobs.
These efforts have increased women’s participation
in power. Chief Minister Shri Chouhan said that

schemes like Ladli Lakshmi have been launched in
the state to bring about a social change.
Mentioning the “Mil Banche Madhya Pradesh”
programme to connect the society with the efforts to
ensure quality of education, CM Shri Chouhan said
that more than 2 lakh 15 thousand elite are already
connected with schools and children. They have
been extending support in improving the condition
of schools. These include political leaders,
journalists, officers, traders and businesspersons.
Enlightening on the possibilities of working together
in the education field, Shri Chouhan said that
knowledge of English increases global possibilities
of employment. More work can be done in this
direction in the rural areas of the state. Efforts are on
to upgrade the universities. Indore University is
being upgraded. Focusing on tourism sector, the
Chief Minister mentioned the cultural and historic
wealth of the state.
British High Commission’s Minister of Cultural Affairs
Shri Allan Gemmell told Chief Minister Shri Chouhan
that this is his second visit to Bhopal. Terming the
Tribal Museum one of the best museums in the
world, he said he is greatly impressed. Shri Gemmell
urged for support to invite British tourists to the
state. He also told about the support being given for
English training to primary teachers and for research
and English teaching system in higher education.
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MP to leave no stone unturned
to facilitate investors

A

s Chief Minister Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan
was called on by the representatives of
various industries, he assured that no stone
will be left unturned to provide all the facilities and
to fulfil requirements of the investors in the state. He
said the state government is making efforts for
providing skilled labour to the industries as per their
requirements. Global Skill Park is being made with
the cooperation of Singapore. Shri Chouhan
directed the officers of Commerce-Industries and
Technical Education departments for obtaining
i n f o r m a t i o n f ro m t h e i n d u s t r i e s of t h e i r
requirements of trained labour and accordingly
coordinate with technical educational institutes to
ensure availability.
Promoter of Altis Industries Pvt. Ltd. Pithampur Shri
Manoj Kataria and Shri Anil Khasgiwal informed the
Chief Minister Shri Chouhan that industries
atmosphere of the state is favourable for the
investors. All the arrangements related to
establishment of industry are of best quality.
Referring to their experience regarding proposal for
establishment of industry, they said that the quick
land allotment to them without any hassle is a
remarkable experience. They also gave suggestions
regarding necessary amendments in the courses of

technical education for testing lab of electronic
products and skilled manpower.
During the meeting, Chairman Fair Deal Exports
Cooperative Society Shri Pradeep Kedia, Vice
Chairman Shri Rajesh Jain and Shri Bhagwan Das
Vaishnav, informed that a textile industrial park on 57
acre at Burhanpur is being developed by 166
members of the society. In context to make
availability of land through exchange, consent in
principle was given to the proposal in the meeting
for providing land towards construction of approach
road for the park.
Managing Director M/s. V.S.L. Ltd. Shri V.G. Krishnan
Prasad informed that his unit is a joint undertaking
of Steel Authority of India. Steel processing unit is
being established at industrial area Bandka district
Ujjain. Shri Chouhan directed the officials for their
cooperation in providing water as required by the
unit. Chairman M/s. Amba Shakti Udhyog Ltd. Shri
Kamal Goyal and Director Shri Hemant Gupta also
met Shri Chouhan on the occasion. They informed
that they are expanding the capacity of the unit
established at Industrial area Banmor-Morena by 50
percent.
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Madhya Pradesh wins

'Hall of Fame Award'
for best Tourism
Ten National Tourism Awards at a time

T

Madhya Pradesh has
become the ﬁrst state in the
country which has won the Best Tourism
State National Award for three consecutive years.
Madhya Pradesh Tourism has been conferred the
'Hall of Fame Award' in New Delhi by the President
Shri Ramnath Kovind at a grand ceremony
organized at Vigyan Bhavan.
Ministry of Tourism has introduced Hall of Fame
Awards from this year. This award will be presented
to the state/organization/agency obtaining the
National Tourism Award in the same category
since 3 consecutive years.
This year Best State and Best Wildlife Guide for
Adventure Tourism has also been added in other
category awards.
Madhya Pradesh has bagged ten awards
simultaneously on the occasion of World Tourism
Day. The State bagged the Most Innovative Tourist
Product award for 'Hanuwantiya Jal Mahostav' and
Best State for Adventure Tourism. While Chanderi
was adjudged the Best Heritage City, the Best
Tourist Friendly Railway Station award went to
Ujjain Railway Station and Best Civic Management

of a Tourist
Destination of India was
awarded to Khargone. The English
Coffee Table Book published by M.P. Tourism
Board won national award for Excellence in
Publishing.
Similarly, Madhya Pradesh also received the
national award for Film Promotion Policy in Best
Film Promotion Friendly State/Union Territory. The
Hindi brochure published by Madhya Pradesh
Tourism in Simhastha 2016 has bagged national
award for Excellence in Publishing in Hindi. Best
Wildlife Guide national award was bagged by Shri
Saib Khan of Pachmarhi.
It happened to be the most important day for
Madhya Pradesh Tourism as it bagged 10
prestigious awards at a grand ceremony in New
Delhi. Madhya Pradesh Tourism was awarded in 5
categories last year and 6 in the year before last.
It may be noted that Madhya Pradesh is home to
amazing tourist sites, 3 world heritage sites, 2
jyotirlingas, historical and religious heritage sites,
eco-tourism, national parks etc. can mesmerize any
tourist.
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MP gets 3 national awards in
India's Sakshar Yojna
Vice-President gives away awards on
51st International Literacy Day

Vice-President Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu presenting the Award at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi

Madhya Pradesh bagged three national awards in
the field of education. Vice President Shri M.
Venkaiah Naidu gave away the Sakshar Bharat
Awards for the year 2017 at a function organised at
Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi. Union Human
Resource Development Minister Shri Prakash
Javdekar was also present on the occasion. Madhya
Pradesh was selected for its outstanding
performance of district and State Resource Centre
under Sakshar Bharat Yojna in year 2016-17 by the
Department of School Education and Literacy under
Ministry of Human Resource Development.
Under State category, Madhya Pradesh’s Literacy
Mission Bhopal bagged the first prize. Literacy
Mission Director Shri Lokesh Kumar Jatav, the then
Additional Director Smt. Sheela Dahima and Mission
Co-ordinator received the award.

Tikamgarh district bagged the award under the Zila
Lok Shiksha Samiti category. Tikamgarh District
Panchayat Chairman Shri Parvatlal Ahirwar and
District Adult Education Officer Shri R.K. Pastor
received the awards. Under Non Government
Organisations’ category, State Resource Centre
Indore was awarded. Smt. Anjali Agarwal received
the award.
It may be noted that 24 lakh 61 thousand adult
illiterates of Madhya Pradesh have acquired success
in literacy examination after training in year 2016-17.
Nearly 24 thousand adult illiterates have emerged as
new-literates in 31 Sansad Adarsh Grams of the
state.
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Away from MP
an MP in US

It is amazing to see how they are keeping the MP
roots intact. Let us walk through their annual picnic
which has concerted efforts of Mr. Jitendra
Muchhal and a team of friends of MP behind it.
Friends of MP, NY/NJ is a nodal group for NRIs
hailing from Madhya Pradesh residing in New York
tristate. This year their annual picnic cum get
together was organised on Sunday 17th
September at Princeton Country Club Picnic Area
of Mercer Parks in NJ. The ‘House-Full’ event had

“You can take an Indian out of India, but
not India out of an Indian" This is what is
held true for a group of NRIs living in
New York and New Jersey, hailing from
Madhya Pradesh, who still live and breath
Madhya Pradesh. The culture, cuisine
games and spirit all are as much alive with
them as they must be back here at home.
around 300 participants of all age groupsincluding families and couples –originating from
all small and big towns in Madhya Pradesh and in
the tristate area.
In many firsts, this organizing team planned the
morning breakfast slated as ‘Indore Kaa Sarafa’ (an
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in previous years, the name tags for all Attendees
were made out in Hindi.

area in Indore famous for its food delicacies). The
very elaborate fare included traditional Indori
dishes like Pohe with Indori Sev, Kachori,
Saboodana Khichdi, and Indore’s unique spicy food
delicacy Garadu. This was laced with chilled
Jaljeera. The afternoon Lunch included Dal, Batee,
Choorma served in special Thali. To set the
ambience, the picnic area was plastered with
banners showcasing MP’s unique features. The
food was in authentic Indore taste.

The picnic offered great opportunity for people
from different cities/towns of Madhya Pradesh to
seek others from their origins. Many people got a
chance to reconnect with friends after 10-15 years.
The organizing team worked on this event for over
6 months. It attracted such huge interest that many
people were on wait list due to capacity
constraints of the Picnic area.

To go with the sumptuous food, there were
elaborate games, fun activities, Photo Booth with
MP memorabilia, Snow Cones and Candy Floss
(again in Indore style) and much more for the
couples, ladies and kids attending. Alongside
games like Cricket and Volleyball were played. Like

In the afternoon, there was a message of played
Chief Minister Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan. He
appealed Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) to
contribute in development of Madhya Pradesh by
associating with 'Friends of MP'. He said that
'Friends of MP' is a forum that will contribute in

The Friends of MP Bulletin : September 2017

10

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's dream for
building new India by taking resolution for
development of Madhya Pradesh. The Chief
Minister told NRIs that roadmap is being prepared
for new Madhya Pradesh for building new India
and the support from NRIs will accelerate progress
in executing it.
Principal Secretary, Public Relations, Shri SK Mishra,
also extended his greetings through a vedio
message to the members of 'Friends of MP'. He
appealed them to extend support for bringing
Madhya Pradesh on top in every sector.
As the date coincided with Birthday of Shri
Narendra Modi, the gathering conveyed its
greetings for India's Prime Minister. The Indian
Consulate in New York also conveyed its best
wishes for the Picnic. While most of the attendees
in the Picnic were from MP, Community leaders
from other Indian socio-cultural organisations also
attended.

Chief Minister Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan addressing
“Friends of MP” UK chapter program held in London

The organizing team of this Picnic was made up of
volunteers hailing from MP residing in NY Tristate.
The families of Jitendra Muchhhal, Rajesh Mittal,
Sandeep Jain, Raj Bansal, Pankaj Gupta, Rajiv
Goyal, Anupam Sarwaikar, Rakesh Bhargava, Dr
Rajesh Kakani, Nipun Joshi, Anjani Mittal are the
ones who have key role in the success of this
fascinating event where the roots of Madhya
Pradesh are celebrated.
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